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To the wild things whose courage and wit help
them survive winters in Northern climes.

~ Bert Raynes

‘To Spencer Wilson, “Pops,” best friend and mentor. Spence
exemplifies the goodness and potential of the human spirit. From
helping underprivileged children in California to protecting
cougars in Colorado and Wyoming, at the young age of 91, “Pops”
continues his mission to make the world a better place. Thanks
for the voyage, for enriching my days, for making me laugh, and
for opening my eyes wide to life and even to the birds of winter.

~ Tom Mangelsen
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PERSONAL, BY THE SCRIBBLER <3

[ am grateful for many
reasons. First and foremost
of all, for my beloved wife,
Meg Raynes, without whom
I would have never accomp-

lished a thing.

More specifically, those
who really helped me concoct
this volume include: a legion
of writers whose words
influence me each time I read

them, words I have

consciously atcempred not to

copy despite my continuing admiration and perusal of them; companionable bird watchers;
bortanists; geologists; insect-oriented types; photographers; students of history and hikers
by the score who were and are almost invariably helpful, sharing and instructive; Jackson
Hole Bird Club members; faithful readers of the “Far Afield” column in the Jackson Hole
(Wyoming) News and Guide; friends.

Even more precisely, with respect to this volume, my gratitude goes to Mary Gerty, who
accepted the task of interpreting my handwriting with grace and even with anticipation and
eagerness; Karla Swiggum; Karilyn Brodell; Dan Fulton; Ruth Shea; Rod Drewein;
Victoria Blumberg; Louise Lasley; Chris Mather; Kacy Painter; Jan Hayse; Mike Casey;
Walter Mather; Cara Blessley Lowe; Krissy Robertson; Jim Stanford; John McGauvran;
Beth Frye; Lisa Conner.

I deeply appreciate the quotes by Margaret E. Murie and the foreword by Bob Oakleaf,

non-game coordinator for the Wyoming Game and Fish Department.

With her permission, I use a quotation of Mardy Murie’s when admiring the Gray Jay. I
am much honored. She and her late husband Olaus Murie are towering figures in 20th-
century nature conservation and preservation, as well as in the art of living as inelligent,
concerned, caring human beings.

Of course, there’s Tom Mangelsen. He was willing to take the chance on a young kid
with an idea for a book on birds that winter in the Northern Rocky Mountains. I, along
with the likes of the National Geographic Society, public broadcasting systems worldwide
and nature magazines galore, seek his delightful and insightful photography for my liccle
project. Even at this very eventful period of his life, he obliges me. I am grateful to him.

And to you dear reader. Enjoy. Wear warm clothing.

Bert Raynes
Jackson Hole, Wyoming
2003



WINTER WINGS

INTRODUCTION <3

Winters are long in the Northern Rocky Mountains - long, severe and hard. Yet more
than 120 different bird species remain there and survive through the frigid months.

In fact, winter never entirely leaves much of the region. Glaciers and snowfields are
essentially permanent throughout the year. Below-freezing temperatures can occur on any
day of the year, and they do occur commonly for much of the region that lies above 5,000
feet in elevation. Plant growing seasons end with the first hard frosts by September or
October, not to resume until May or June of the following year — perhaps seven months
later. Snowfall begins to accumulate by mid- to late October. Even at elevations below
5,000 feet or in sheltered valleys, winter is a six- or seven-month season.

Snow cover is early, deep and reluctant to yield. Ponds and small lakes can freeze over by
November, creeks in December. Winter storms are frequent and can be harsh to the point
of grimness. Prolonged cold temperatures ranging to -30°E -50°F and even to -60°F occur
and may persist for weeks. No relief as a result of moderating effects of the oceans reach
the Northern Rockies. Challenges from winters cold actually seem to intensify and
compound.  Nevertheless, these rigorous conditions are somehow endured by over-
wintering birds and other animals.

Winter in the Northern Rocky Mountains has its own special beauty and appeal.
However, it is also a demanding, relentless obstacle to each animal attempting to endure it.

It comes down to survival.

Life in the wild is never easy for any animal, for any bird. Life in the wild during winter
becomes simply the essential task of searching for food. Unless enough food is found and
consumed each day to sustain life through the winter night to follow, there is no further
requirement to evade predators, avoid physical injury, elude hazards, find shelter. The focus
must be on finding enough to ear.

In recognition of this overriding urgency, this book is organized around the kinds of
foods and the various habitats which sustain those food sources in winter for birds to feed
upon and utilize. Birds dependent upon these major food sources are illustrated and
discussed briefly within each of these categories, viz.:

1. Wintering birds primarily dependent upon open water.
For example: Waterfowl, Kingfisher, Ouzel.

2. Wintering birds primarily dependent upon buds, seeds and berries.
For example: Ruffed Grouse, Red Crossbill, Horned Lark.

3. Wintering birds dependent on live prey, including insects.
For example: Red-Tailed Hawk, Great Horned Owl.

4. Wintering birds that are omnivorous or eaters of carrion.

For example: Black-Billed Magpie, Common Raven, Gray Jay.

12 5.




























































































































































































































































